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MOUNT SINAI HIGH SCHOOL NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 
CHAPTER BYLAWS 

 
 

ARTICLE I 
Name and Purpose 

 
Section 1: The name of our chapter is the Mount Sinai High School National Honor 

Society. 
 

Section 2: The purpose of our organization is to continue our pursuit of excellence 
in scholarship, to encourage our pursuit of leadership, to continue our 
standards of character, and to continue our service to our school and 
community. 

 
 

ARTICLE II 
The Authority  

 
Section 1:  Our chapter will follow the Official National Honor Society Constitution. 
 

ARTICLE III 
The Principal 

 
Section 1:  The principal reserves the right to approve all activities and decisions of 

our chapter. 
 
Section 2: The principal annually appoints a member of the Mount Sinai High School 

faculty as chapter adviser, who may serve consecutive terms. 
 
Section 3: The principal annually appoints a Faculty Council composed of five 

members of the Mount Sinai High School’s faculty who may serve 
consecutive terms. 

 
Section 4: The principal receives appeals in cases of non-selection of candidates and 

the disciplining or dismissal of members. 
 

ARTICLE IV 
The Chapter Adviser 

 
Section 1: The chapter adviser is responsible for the direct, day-to-day supervision 

of the chapter and act as a liaison among faculty members, 
administration, students, and community. 
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Section 2: The chapter adviser maintains files on membership, chapter history, 

activities, and financial transactions.  The chapter adviser sends the 
annual report to the national office. 

 
Section 3: The chapter adviser regularly reviews each member for compliance with 

Honor Society standards and obligations. 
 
Section 4: The chapter adviser helps the chapter officers understand and carry out 

their duties. 
 
Section 5: The chapter adviser is an ex officio, non-voting sixth member of the 

Faculty Council. 
 
Section 6: The chapter adviser is a member of the Mount Sinai High School faculty 

appointed annually by the principal, and may serve consecutive terms. 
 

ARTICLE V 
Membership, Meetings, and Member Obligations 

 
Section 1: Membership is an honor bestowed on a student as well as a 

responsibility. Selection of the membership is by a Faculty Council and is 
based on scholarship, character, leadership, and service.  Once selected, 
members have the responsibility to continue to demonstrate these 
qualities of scholarship, character, leadership, and service both in school 
and in the community. 

 
Section 2: Membership is open to juniors and seniors who have met these 

standards of scholarship, character, leadership, and service. 
 
Section 3: Candidates become members when inducted during the Spring Induction 

Ceremony. 
 
Section 4: Meetings will be held monthly.  The meetings will follow Robert’s Rules of 

Order (revised edition). 
 
Section 5: A National Honor Society member who transfers from another school and 

brings a letter from the previous principal or chapter adviser to the new 
school’s chapter adviser is automatically a member of the Mount Sinai 
High School chapter.  In order to retain membership, the new member 
must comply within one semester to the Mount Sinai High School 
National Honor Society chapter’s standards, including the weighted 91.5 
GPA. 
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Section 6: Members who resign or are dismissed are never again eligible for 
membership or its benefits. 

 
Section 7:  Membership is active, honorary, or graduate.  Active members become 

graduate members upon graduation.  Honorary and graduate members 
do not have a vote. 

 
Section 8: All members are required to participate in our chapter’s annual project or 

projects.  In addition to the chapter’s project or projects, members are to 
continue their individual service projects to the school and/or 
community. 

 
Section 9: Members who fall below the weighted GPA of 91.5 will receive a written 

warning from the chapter adviser that the member has one quarter to 
regain the weighted 91.5 GPA.  If the member is not successful in 
accomplishing this during the requisite time period, the member is thus 
not in compliance with all the selection criteria, and further disciplinary 
action before the Faculty Council will be required.  This may include 
consideration for dismissal from the chapter. 

 
Section 10:  All members are expected to attend the meetings.  If a meeting cannot 

be attended, it is the responsibility of the member to inform an officer or 
the chapter adviser.  If a member does not attend two meetings in a row, 
the member will receive a warning letter and meet with the chapter 
adviser to discuss this situation unless there have been extenuating 
circumstances. If further action is needed, the member will receive a 
second letter stipulating that the member is jeopardizing his or her 
membership in the Mount Sinai Chapter of the National Honor Society.  If 
the member continues not to attend meetings after the second letter, 
the chapter adviser can request a hearing before the Faculty Council. 

 
Section 11: When National Honor Society members post photographs, pictures, 

comments, or statements on any web-based social network, including 
but not limited to MySpace, Facebook, and Twitter, they are held to the 
same standards and qualities of character and leadership under which 
they were selected. 

 
ARTICLE VI 

Selection of Members 
 
Section 1: To be eligible for membership the candidate must be a member of the 

junior or senior class.  Candidates must have attended Mount Sinai High 
School for the equivalent of one semester.  The semester requirement 
may be waived by the Faculty Council under the following circumstances: 
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a student from another school whose family has been forced to move.  If 
this occurs, the Mount Sinai High School principal may contact the 
previous school’s principal for a recommendation.  Based upon the 
recommendation of the previous principal, the Faculty Council may waive 
the regulation of one semester. 

 
Section 2:  There will be two induction ceremonies: one in the Fall and one in the 

Spring.  The Fall induction ceremony will be for seniors only, whereas the 
Spring induction ceremony will be for juniors and seniors. 

 
Section 3: Candidates must have a cumulative scholastic weighted grade point 

average of 91.5 or above.  To be eligible for consideration in the Fall, a 
senior will have 6 semesters of the weighted grade point average taken 
into account.  For the Spring a senior will have 7 semesters of the 
weighted grade point average taken into account; for a junior 5 
semesters of the weighted grade point average will be taken into 
account.  The weighted grade point average of the candidates is finalized 
by the Mount Sinai High School Guidance Department.  Candidates will 
then be evaluated on the basis of service, leadership, and character. 

 
Section 4: Service as per the National Honor Society “is defined through the 

voluntary contributions made by a student to the school or community 
without compensation and with a positive, courteous, and enthusiastic 
spirit.”  The Mount Sinai Chapter of the National Honor Society considers 
50 hours of service within the community the standard for the 
fulfillment of this requirement for selection.  Although the 50 hours of 
community service begins in ninth grade, service within the community is 
to continue in 10th, 11th, and 12th grade, if applicable, in order to be 
considered for selection.  Service within the high school is also a 
requirement for selection to the National Honor Society.  Service within 
the high school is active membership in clubs, athletic teams, music 
department after-school activities, science department after-school 
activities, and/or any other activities that are school-sponsored and are 
shown to contribute to the school. 

 
Section 5: Leadership as per the National Honor Society: “Student leaders are those 

who are resourceful, good problem solvers, promoters of school 
activities, idea-contributors, dependable, and persons who exemplify 
positive attitudes about life.  Leadership experiences can be drawn from 
school or community activities while working with or for others.”  Some 
examples of leadership are an officer of a school or community 
organization; a position of responsibility in an organization; a section 
leader in music; a captain of an athletic team.   
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Section 6: Character as per the National Honor Society: “The student of good 
character upholds principles of morality and ethics, is cooperative, 
demonstrates high standards of honesty and reliability, shows courtesy, 
concern and respect for others, and generally maintains a good and clean 
lifestyle.” Furthermore, a candidate will have an “outstanding record of 
conduct and behavior with regard to school and community rules, 
guidelines, and policies or be able to demonstrate sufficient growth and 
improvement to compensate for previous inadequacies.” [2005 National 
Honor Society Handbook p. 31] 

 
Section 7: Candidates will also have an exemplary record of school attendance in 

which tardiness to school will not be an issue for a National Honor 
Society candidate.  If there are extenuating circumstances regarding 
school attendance and school tardiness, the candidate is responsible to 
provide this information to the Faculty Council so that this information 
can be available during the selection process.  The extenuating 
circumstances will not guarantee an acceptance into the Mount Sinai 
High School Chapter of the National Honor Society.   

 
Section 8: In the Fall and in February the chapter adviser will hold an informational 

assembly for the eligible candidates. During the assembly the candidates 
will receive their portfolio which includes the Timeline of Events for 
selection, the Student Activity Information Form, and the Teacher 
Evaluation Forms.  The chapter adviser will explain the requirements of 
service, leadership, and character based upon the National Honor Society 
Constitution and Handbook.  If a candidate does not fully understand the 
requirements of service, leadership, and character after this 
informational assembly, it is the candidate’s responsibility to meet with 
the chapter adviser to review this information again. 

 
Section 9: In the Fall and in March the candidates will submit their signed and 

completed Student Activity Information Form on the date specified in the 
Timeline of Events.  The candidates will be interviewed by the Faculty 
Council during the days set forth in the Timeline of Events for selection; 
the chapter adviser will give each candidate a specific time and date. 

 
Section 10: The selection of each member to the chapter is by a majority vote of the 

Faculty Council.  The Faculty Council consists of five faculty members 
appointed by the principal.  The chapter adviser is the sixth, nonvoting, 
ex-officio member of the Faculty Council. 

 
Section 11: A description of the selection procedure is published in the following 

school publications: the high school web page and the Student 
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Handbook.  These publications are widely available to all students and 
parents of Mount Sinai High School. 

 
Section 12: The selection procedure is determined by the Faculty Council and is 

consistent with the rules and regulations of the National Honor Society. 
 
Section 13: The chapter adviser will meet in a timely fashion with candidates not 

selected for induction into National Honor Society.  The candidate will be 
told that the decision was based upon service, leadership, and/or 
character.  To the best of the chapter adviser’s ability, the candidate will 
be advised in ways to improve the service, leadership and/or character. 

 
Section 14: The National Council and NASSP do not review the judgment of the 

Faculty Council regarding selection of individual members of the Mount 
Sinai High School National Honor Society chapter. 

 
Section 15: The principal receives any and all appeals in the case of non-selection to 

the Mount Sinai High School National Honor Society chapter. 
 
 

ARTICLE VII 
CHAPTER OFFICERS 

 
Section 1: The Mount Sinai High School National Honor Society Chapter will have a 

president, a vice-president, a secretary, and a treasurer. 
 
Section 2: The duty of the president is to oversee the day-to-day operations of the 

Mount Sinai High School National Honor Society Chapter.  To complete 
this successfully the president will have frequent contact with the 
chapter adviser and the other officers.  The president will delegate tasks 
to the other officers as the president deems necessary.  The president 
will run the chapter meetings of the membership.  The vice-president will 
assist the president with any duties and obligations that may be needed.  
The vice-president will stand in for the president if the president is 
unable to fulfill his or her duties.  If the president cannot complete his or 
her term of office, the vice-president will automatically become the 
president. 

 
Section 3: The secretary will take minutes during the chapter meetings, and will 

take charge of any correspondence the chapter may have.  The secretary 
will keep an attendance tally of the chapter members at the meetings.  If 
the secretary becomes aware of any member that is not attending the 
meetings, he or she will inform the chapter adviser.  The secretary will 
keep a record of members’ contributions to leadership and service. 
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Section 4: The treasurer will keep an accounting of the chapter’s monies.  The 

treasurer will sign any district forms necessitating a student signature. 
 
Section 5: If an officer resigns or moves or cannot complete his or her office, a 

special election for that office will be held after a general meeting is held 
to announce that a special election will take place.  Interested members 
can then put their names on the ballot.  The exception to this is the vice-
president who will automatically become the president if the president 
no longer can fulfill his or her duties.  The office of vice-president will 
then have a special election. 

 
Section 6: If an officer does not perform his or her duties as assigned, the officer will 

receive a written warning from the chapter adviser.  This written warning 
will be dated, specifically referencing the neglected duties.  The chapter 
adviser and the officer will then meet to discuss this letter.  If the officer 
still continues not to perform his or her duties as assigned after the 
written letter and the meeting with the chapter adviser, the chapter 
adviser will convene the Faculty Council to meet with the officer to 
decide if the officer should be relieved of his or her office, but remain a 
member of the Mount Sinai Chapter of the National Honor Society.  For 
the officer to be considered for dismissal from the Mount Sinai Chapter 
of the National Honor Society based upon his or her refusal to fulfill the 
requirements of his or her office, a dismissal hearing would have to take 
place.  If the officer is dismissed from office, the procedures for a special 
election will take place as stipulated in Article VII, Section 5 unless the 
officer is the president.  If that is the case, as per Article VII, Section 5 the 
vice-president will take over the duties of the presidency, and the special 
election will be for vice-president. 

 
 

ARTICLE VIII 
Election of Officers 

 
Section 1: Annual elections of officers will be held in May or early June. 
 
Section 2: Any member of the Mount Sinai High School National Honor Society 

Chapter who will be attending Mount Sinai High School the following 
academic year is eligible to run for office.   

 
Section 3: The members eligible to vote are the new members inducted in April of 

the year of the election. 
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Section 4: The members who are inducted in April will have one school day to vote 
for the following year’s officers from 7:15 A.M. until 3:00 P.M.  For the 
voting to be valid, a majority of the new membership inducted in April 
must vote.  The winner of the election of any office will be the candidate 
who receives the most votes.  If there is a tie for an office, both winners 
will share the responsibilities of that office.   

 
Section 5: Once the officers are elected, there will be a public installation. 
 
Section 6: Campaigning is not required.  If a student wishes to campaign, he or she 

must discuss this with the chapter adviser who will in turn discuss this 
with the principal.  If there is a decision by the chapter adviser and the 
principal to allow campaigning, then all students running for election 
must campaign.  Campaigning will be restricted to posters within the 
school building.  Campaigning via e-mail, texting, Facebook, MySpace, 
twitter, or any other web-based outlet is not permitted.  When a 
campaign is approved by the chapter adviser and the principal, and it is 
discovered that a member running for office has campaigned using any 
web-based outlet, listed above or not, that member will automatically be 
disqualified.  If it is discovered that one inducted officer campaigned 
while running for office by using a poster(s) or a web-based outlet 
without the knowledge of the chapter adviser or the other members 
running for office, that officer will be brought to a dismissal hearing 
before the Faculty Council.    

 
ARTICLE XIX 

Discipline and Dismissal 
 
Section 1: As per the Constitution of the National Honor Society, Article X, Section 1, 

“The Faculty Council, in compliance with the rules and regulations of 
National Honor Society, shall determine the procedure for dismissal.  A 
written description of the dismissal procedure shall be available to 
interested parties.” 

 
Section 2: Any member who falls below the standards of scholarship, leadership, 

service, or character that “were the basis for their selection shall be 
promptly warned in writing by the chapter adviser and given a 
reasonable amount of time to correct the deficiency.” This is per Article 
X, Section 2 of the National Honor Society Constitution.   

 
Section 3: National Honor Society members are accountable to know and to abide 

by the Mt. Sinai High School National Honor Society Chapter’s Bylaws.  If 
a National Honor Society member is disciplined for any infraction of 
school rules and/or regulations or civil or criminal law, the National 
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Honor Society member will also be disciplined according to the Mt. Sinai 
High School National Honor Society Chapter’s Bylaws.  As a member of 
the Mt. Sinai High School National Honor Society Chapter, the member is 
held accountable for his or her actions based upon the Mt. Sinai High 
School National Honor Society Chapter’s Bylaws and the Constitution of 
the National Honor Society. 

 
Section 4: Violation of civil or criminal law or school regulations by a member will 

result in an immediate dismissal hearing without a warning in writing 
before the Faculty Council.  These violations of the law and school 
regulations include, but are not limited to, Driving While Under the 
Influence; stealing; destruction of property; possession, selling, or being 
under the influence of drugs or alcohol; misdemeanors or felonies as 
defined by the local, state, and federal civil and criminal codes of the 
United States and any foreign country; cheating; plagiarism and/or any 
other types of academic dishonesty or unethical academic acts; bringing a 
weapon or weapons to school; truancy. 

  
a. School regulations refer to classes, school field trips, and any after-   
school or before-school activities sponsored by Mount Sinai High School.   

  
b. Classes, school field trips, and after-school or before-school activities 
can be on campus or off-campus participating in an event or events in 
another venue. 
 
c. Science Laboratory Course: National Honor Society members who are 
in a science laboratory course are required to complete in their own 
wording the portion of the science laboratory and/or essay that calls for 
answering discussion questions (including definitions) or writing 
conclusions, even though they have shared data, scientific instruments, 
and/or investigative procedures with other members of their laboratory 
group, their class, or any other science class.  While students may discuss 
their results to draw their conclusions, they need to demonstrate their 
own understanding of the topic, and this is accomplished through their 
unique, individual wording.  Thus, collaboration in the writing of 
laboratory conclusions, essays and/or discussion questions (including 
definitions) with any other student is prohibited.  A National Honor 
Society member is accountable for understanding the different and 
varying requirements on each section of a laboratory and/or essay in a 
science laboratory course.  These rules are the standard for academic 
honesty and ethical integrity in a science laboratory environment.  If a 
National Honor Society member does not abide by these rules, an 
immediate dismissal hearing before the Faculty Council without a 
warning in writing will be begun. 
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d. Article XIX, Section 4 of the bylaws for the Mount Sinai High School 
Chapter of National Honor Society defines the National Honor Society 
Constitution Article X, Section 2 “In the case of flagrant violation of school 
rules or the law, a member does not necessarily have to be warned.” 

 
Section 5: Procedures for dismissal are the following: 
 

a. Dismissal is never immediate.  There must be a hearing before the 
Faculty Council.  The chapter adviser will notify the National Honor 
Society member verbally that a dismissal hearing is going to be held. 

 
b. The member and the member’s parents or guardians will also receive 
written notification by the chapter adviser, indicating the reason for the 
dismissal hearing and the time and place of the dismissal hearing.    

 
c. The purpose of the dismissal hearing is to give the member the 
opportunity to address the reason or reasons for the dismissal hearing.  
The Faculty Council will question the member pertaining to the reason or 
reasons for the dismissal hearing.  A parent or guardian is permitted to 
accompany the member to the dismissal hearing, but the parent or 
guardian does not have the right to speak.  Allowing the parent or 
guardian to speak at the dismissal hearing is at the discretion of the 
Faculty Council. 
 
d. The place of the dismissal hearing will be at Mount Sinai High School.  
The time of the dismissal hearing is at the Faculty Council’s discretion.   
 
e. When the Faculty Council has arrived at a decision regarding the 
disposition of the dismissal hearing, the member and the member’s 
parents or guardians will receive written notification from the chapter 
adviser as to the decision of the Faculty Council.  The principal will also 
receive written notification of the disposition of the dismissal hearing. 

 
f. A majority vote of the Faculty Council is required for dismissal, as per 
the National Honor Society Constitution, Article X, Section 5. 

 
 g. As per the National Honor Society Constitution, Article X, Section 6, “A 

member who has been dismissed may appeal the decision of the Faculty 
Council under the same rules for disciplinary appeals in the school 
district.”  In Mount Sinai High School the appeal process begins with the 
Mount Sinai High School principal. 
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 h. If a member’s weighted cumulative grade point average falls below 
91.5, the standard in effect when he or she was selected, the member 
will be given a written warning and a quarter grading period for 
improvement.  If the GPA remains below 91.5 at the end of this warning 
period, the member is subject to further disciplinary action by the Faculty 
Council, which may include consideration of dismissal from the chapter. 

 
i. If a member fails to perform any of the obligations of membership as 
outlined here in the bylaws and in any other published obligations of 
National Honor Society membership, he or she will be given a written 
warning by the chapter adviser and a time period for improvement.  If 
the obligation remains unmet at the end of the warning period, the 
member will be subject to further disciplinary action by the Faculty 
Council, which may include dismissal from the chapter.  If the failure of 
membership obligation falls under Section 4 of Article XIX, a written 
warning and a period of improvement are not granted.   

 
  

ARTICLE XX 
Powers 

 
Section 1: The chapter adviser is given the authority to supervise the administration 

of chapter activities, as delegated by the school principal. 
 
Section 2: The principal reserves the right to approve all activities and decisions of 

the chapter and Faculty Council. 
 
Section 3: These bylaws are designed to amplify provisions of the national 

constitution and cannot contradict any components thereof.  The chapter 
is obligated to adhere to the provisions of the national constitution in all 
activities it undertakes. 

 
ARTICLE XXI 

Emblem 
 
Section 1: Each member of the Mount Sinai High School Chapter of the National 

Honor Society who is in good standing with regard to the membership 
standards and member obligations has the privilege of wearing the 
emblem adopted by the National Honor Society. 

 
Section 2: Any member who withdraws, resigns, or is dismissed from the chapter 

will return the emblem to the chapter. 
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Section 3: Members who are seniors in good standing are granted the privilege to 
wear the National Honor Society insignia and medal at graduation. 

 
 
 

ARTICLE XXII 
Amendments 

 
Section 1: These bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the chapter, 

provided notice of the proposed amendment has been given to members 
at least one month prior to the vote.  The exceptions are Articles VI and 
XIX, Selection and Discipline, which are developed by the Faculty Council 
with the approval of the principal. 

 
Section 2: Bylaws and amendments must be consistent with the Constitution of the 

National Honor Society. 
 
 
 
 


